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SUB J : BIPARTISAN NI POLICY SURVIVES 

BEGIN SUMMARY: AFTER DELAY, EX- PM LYNCH ACCEPTED WHITE 
PAPER WITH STATEMENT SIMILAR TO THAT OF NEW PM COSGRAVE. 
DECISION WAS DIFFICULT FOR HIM, AS BRITISH PROPOSALS 
DO NOT MEET HIS REQUESTS FOR COUNCIL OF IRELAND. GOI 
IS PRESSING FOR PROMPT MOVES TOWARD COUNCIL OF IRELAND 
AND ELECTIONS FOR NEW NI ASSEMBLY. END SUMMARY. 

1. LATE MARCH 21, AFTER LENGTHY MEETING WITH HIS 
SHADOW CABINET, LYNCH ISSUED STATEMENT ON WHITE PAPER 
WHICH WAS SIMILAR IN SUBSTANCE TO COSGRAVE' S OF PREVIOUS 
DAY. LYNCH CONSIDERED WHITE PAPER A BASIS FOR 
RECONCILIATION BETWEEN NI COMMUNITIES AND FOR FAIR 
POWER- SHARING WITHIN NI. HE ALSO WELCOMED PROPOSAL 
FOR CHARTER OF HUMAN RIGHTS. HE WAS, HOWEVER, " CONCERNED 
TO SEE THAT THE IRISH DIMENSION WILL BE EXPANDED AND 
GIVEN FULLER EXPRESSION THROUGH AN EFFECTIVE AND 
EVOLVING COUNCIL OF IRELAND." HE THOUGHT AGENDA FOR 
CONFERENCE ON NI ( PARA 1 12 OF WHITE PAPER) MUST BE 
" OPEN- ENDED AND WITHOUT PRECONDITIONS." ( LYNCH STATEMENT 
SEEMS IGNORE BRITISH DECISION THAT NI CONFERENCE SHOULD 
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DISCUSS OTHER MEASURES IN ADDITION TO COUNCIL OF IRELAND. 
ONE VIRTUE OF WHITE PAPER, HOWEVER, IS THAT IT IS FUZZY 
ENOUGH TO ALLOW SOME VARIATIONS IN INTERPRETATION, THUS 
HELPING IRISH POLITICIANS OFF THE HOOK). 

2. IN GENERAL, ONLY MAJOR PARTY LEADERS IN DUBLIN ARE 
COMMENTING ON WHITE PAPER, AND INDIVIDUAL DEPUTIES HAVE 
OBVIOUSLY BEEN ASKED NOT TO MAKE PUBLIC STATEMENTS. 
MAJOR EXCEPTION HAS BEEN APPEARANCE OF FONMIN GARRET 
FITZGERALD ON BRITISH TV, REPLAYED IN DUBLIN. HE WAS 
HIGHLY EFFECTIVE AND SEEMS LIKELY TO BE SEEN FREQUENTLY 
IN FUTURE, ESPECIALLY SINCE HE ADHERED FAITHFULLY TO 
COSGRAVE' S LINE. FITZGERALD EXPLAINED THAT WHITE PAPER 

" DOES NOT CONTAIN ANYTHING THAT WE ARE AGAINST, BUT 
THERE ARE CERTAIN OMISSIONS FROM IT THAT WE WOULD BE 
CONCERNED TO FILL IN IN THE MONTHS AHED." HE ALSO 
URGED THAT ELECTIONS FOR NEW NI ASSEMBLY BE HELD VERY 
SOON, NOT DELAYED FOR MONTHS. 

3. FONOFF SOURCE TOLD US THAT GOI WILL CONTINUE WORK 
VERY HARD FOR AN EFFECTIVE COUNCIL OF IRELAND AND SEES 
SOME HOPE OF OBTAINING ONE. HE ADMITTED THAT THIS WAS 
OPTIMISTIC READING OF WHITE PAPER, BUT FELT THAT GOI 
HAD LITTLE CHOICE AT PRESENT BUT TO TAKE OPTIMISTIC 
VIEW. AS FITZGERALD INDICATED, GOI WILL ALSO PRESS FOR 
PROMPT ELECTIONS FOR NEW NI ASSEMBLY. SOURCE EXPLAINED 
THAT THIS POLICY HAS TWO MOTIVATIONS: FIRST, TO KEEP 
INITIATIVE WITH NI POLITICIANS RATHER THAN MEN OF 
VIOLENCE; AND SECOND, TO AID MOVEMENT TOWARD COUNCIL 
OF IRELAND. WHITE PAPER ENVISAGES IMPORTANT ASSEMBLY 
ROLE IN CONSULTATIONS FOR COUNCIL OF IRELAND, SO IT IS 

NOT POSSIBLE MAKE ANY PROGRESS UNTIL THERE IS AN ASSEMBLY. 

4. COMMENT: LYNCH' S REACTION TO WHITE PAPER COMES 
AS A RELIEF. DECISION WAS CLEARLY DIFFICULT FOR HIM, 

AND ONE SOURCE WHO HAS WORKED CLOSELY WITH HIM ON NI 
PROBLEMS THOUGHT THAT EX- PM MIGHT COME DOWN AGAINST 
PORITION OF WHITE PAPER DEALING WITH SHRUNKEN IRISH 
DIMENSION. IN ORDER ACCEPT WHITE PAPER, LYNCH HAD. IN 
EFFECT, TO SWALLOW PUBLIC COMMITMENT HE HAD MADE TO 
DEMAND EFFECTIVE COUNCIL IF IRELAND. THIS WAS ONE OF 
FEW CLEAR POSITIONS ON NI MATTERS EVER TAKEN BY LYNCH, 
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CLARITY AGAIN IN NEAR FUTURE. HAD HE FAILED ACCEPT 
WHITE PAPER, DUBLIN' S BIPARTISAN NI POLICY WOULD HAVE 
BEEN STILLBORN, AND MUCH TROUBLE WOULD HAVE BEEN IN 
PROSPECT FOR NEW GOI. BOTH MAJOR PARTIES HERE HAVE 
NOW GONE ALONG WITH NEED TO ACHIEVE RECONCILIATION 
BETWEEN NI COMMUNITIES BEFORE PRESSING FOR ALL- IRELAND 
DIMENSION. 

MOORE 
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